RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

May 8, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  Jeanne explained that we are using a new sound system which we may be purchasing in the near future after a collection of money was taken up at our December luncheon by Bob Sawyer for a new sound system.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were two new members at our meeting today.  In the absence of 1st Vice President Earlene Smith, President Jeanne Berkshire introduced our speaker, Mr. Sam Young.  Mr. Young spoke on his experience as a holocaust survivor.  His father was a physician and his mother a farmer.  Mr. Young was born in 1922 and the war began in 1938.  Mr. Young graduated from Hebrew High School in 1941.  Most families were separated when they were taken prisoner, however, when they took Sam at age 18, his sister at age 16, they also took his Mom and Dad at the same time and they stayed together.  One of our members suggested to Mr. Young that he should write a book on his experiences.  Mr. Young stated that he had thought about writing a book but even HE couldn’t believe what he lived through.  
President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union.  Michelle announced information on the new membership campaign that is taking place at the Credit Union.  Michelle also gave out a credit card envelope to protect credit cards.

President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Doris Smith needs each person to sign in when they get to the meeting.  This helps Doris make sure she has an accurate count of the total of people at the meeting.  Doris has one other request; please do not use a $20 bill to pay because she does not have change. Also, it is best to use either ones or a five to purchase raffle tickets.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for April 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of April 30, 2007 was 3,749.

CRCEA – Dave Merritt gave a brief report on each of the speakers at the conference that was held in Ontario in April.  Dave requested help from the members when we host the conference in April 2008.  AB552, the bill that CRCEA sponsored regarding the cost of health care for early retirees, has been shelved until at least next year.  It does not look good for retirees at this time.  The Governor appointed a committee to look at the benefits retirees receive other than their pensions, such as health care.  This committee is to give their report to the Governor in January 2008.  CRCEA wrote a letter to the Governor asking that he request all California Counties to defer changes in existing retiree health benefits until he receives the report from the committee in January 2008.  Dave did notice that the counties where they are having problems with health insurance premiums have less than 50% membership in their retiree organizations.  REOKC has about 71%.  

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 14 pair of glasses and 10 eye glass cases since her April report.

SUNSHINE – President Jeanne Berkshire reported that Belva Jared is not feeling well and Jeanne is going to send her a get well card from all our membership.

HOST/HOSTESS – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of April there were 36 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 1,313 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through April 2007 is 247,910.  Mary Lou reminded the host/hostess volunteers that the luncheon honoring them, which is given by General Services, would be on Tuesday, May 15th.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced that the TREND went out on time and that the deadline for articles to be published in the next TREND is June 15th.

OLD BUSINESS:  No Report

NEW BUSINESS:  Bob Sawyer was in attendance at the meeting today and THANKED those people who donated money toward purchasing a new sound system.  Bob is the person who took it upon himself to collect money at the Christmas Luncheon to help with the purchase of a new sound system.

The attendance prize was won by John DeMario.  There were 3 cheese and wine bags and 3 Cappuccino Cups donated by Kern Federal Credit Union and 60 cups of $5.00 each and 1 cup with $10.00 in it for our raffle drawing.  After distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted this 17th day of May, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
